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Arts are a common language throughout the
world. It is cross-cultural, and shuttles between an-
cient and modern. Everyone has the ability and
right to appreciate arts. Regardless of our age,
gender, academic and cultural backgrounds, we
can enjoy arts in our own way. Arts with the Dis-
abled Association Hong Kong set up the Jockey
Club Arts Accessibility Service Centre since 2011
to facilitate visitors with or without disabilities to
enjoy and participate in art and cultural activities
to bring arts fo everyone.
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arts stimulate our imagination, our mind and feeling
through different senses. We can feel literature through sound, paint with
rhythm and compose music pieces with colours. Arts are never an activity
with single sense; it is inspired and enjoyed through synaesthesia. Through
audio description, theatrical interpretafion and guided tours of “Barrierfree
Arts Appreciation” provided by the Jockey Club Arts Accessibility Service
Cenfre, people with visual or hearing impairment can “see” stage setting,
facial expressions and actions of the actors, or enjoy performances through
sign and body language in an arfistic manner to facilitate richer appreciation
of performances.

Mr. William Yip, a weltknown local theatre director, also the Artistic Director
of Theatre Noir, started directing performances for the hearing-impaired and
visuallyimpaired in coincidence. He recalled that after his first performance
for the hearing-impaired was completed, the thundering applause was so
touching to him; he saw their thirst fowards arts appreciation. Since then he
has strived to create more chances for this underprivileged group of people
who are also interested in arts. Arts accessibility services are common in
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foreign countries. Many performing ars and exhibitions provide appropriate
measures for visitors. However, the local arts market is relatively small.
Meanwhile, such services require great resources and expenses. In addition fo
the lack of awareness on the artistic needs of the disabled, only a part of the
artistic activities provide arfs accessibility services so far.

“Arts accessibility” of the Arts with the Disabled Association Hong Kong does
not only refer to the provision of barrierree facilities, fransportation and venues,
but also a holistic approach to tiein design, operation and fraining for relevant
personnel of arts programmes. It emphasizes the application of “Universal
Design” to create equal access fo art and cultural activities for people with
different abilities. The Jockey Club Arts Accessibility Service Centre provides
consultation and assessment on accessibility of art and culiural programmes,
fo imitate arts accessibility in local art and cultural activities, and invites more
audience fo enjoy arts without barrier.

pauc) 5

(B 67 22) DN T3 : (48

:uonedlignd

(6t @nss]) 1ybI sng moj|aA

H G % €T0C : H¥H

21eq

€£10Z AeN
vay ‘243ua)) as1A1as Ajiqissany sHy qnpd Asxpor

LR Fe e

I8

I8}

=

=
=i

W ch $E Bl 2 a



